A case history: Rte. 35 
Reaching out to locals 


Building and maintaining roads may 
be the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation’s main mission, but 
providing good customer service is 
also a mission — an important one, 
too. 

Under Commissioner Frank J. 
Wilson’s leadership, the agency is 
striving to be more sensitive to local 
needs and local constraints. “We want 
to help New Jersey’s communities 
where we can,” Wilson said. “If that 
means going an extra step, then that’s 
what we’ll do.” 

Nowhere is that clearer than the 
recent effort to jumpstart improve- 
ments to Route 35 in the Monmouth 
County-Jersey Shore area. Local 
officials, residents and businesses had 
long sought improvements to this 
ancient shore gateway. Unfortunately, 
the project stayed dormant and 
communities needlessly suffered traffic 
congestion and all its attendant prob- 
lems. 

But Wilson and NJDOT made good 
on that “extra step” and before 1994 
ended, Route 35 was widened. To 
Gerald C. Nelson, Mayor of Wall 

‘Township, this couldn’t have happened 
a moment too soon. 

“We’re pleased that the NJDOT 
agreed to do the project,” said Mayor 
Nelson. “It’s been a long time coming 
and is certainly overdue.” 

The Mayor is also pleased about 
what this effort may come to signify. 
“Tt really was a joint effort. The 
NJDOT cooperated and the project was 
advanced. It will be a benefit to our 
residents and businesses, and to 
anyone who must use the road,” 
Nelson said. 

Mayor Frank Adams of Spring Lake 
Heights echoed Nelson’s sentiments. 
“We appreciate the Commissioner’s 
involvement with this project. Without 
it, we were looking at three more years 
of traffic jams.” 

For Wilson, this was just one of 
what he hopes will be many: “I know 
we’re still at an early stage here, but 
we’re serious about making a differ- 
ence.” 

All in all, the can-do attitude may be 
one small step for NJDOT, but one 
giant leap for New Jersey’s communi- 
ties. 

—Reprinted from a recent 
NJ League of Municipalities newsletter 
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Transportation plays key role 
in Governor’s 95 message 


Transportation issues played a key role 
in the annual “State of the State” message 
delivered by Governor Christine Todd 
Whitman to the Legislature on January 10. 

The Governor announced her plan to 
reauthorize the Transportation Trust Fund, 
the financing program which has provided 
$4.3 billion to NJDOT and NJ Transit 
over the past 10 years. 

Gov. Whitman also announced plans to 
merge the state Division of Motor Ve- 
hicles with the NJDOT as of July 1. 

The Governor said the new Transporta- 
tion Trust Fund would pump an additional 
$3.5 billion into the state’s economy over 
the next four years, in the form of highway 
and public transit projects. 


Whitman cuts ribbon on Trenton Complex 


Her plan also avoids any increase at all 
in the state’s gasoline tax, which is a 
principal source of support for the Trust 
Fund. Instead, the Governor’s plan relies 
on existing revenues to invest in New 
Jersey’s transportation system. 

Merger of Motor Vehicles with NJDOT 
means the Department will oversee most 
of the key transportation functions in New 
Jersey. Currently, the DMV is a division 
of the Department of Law and Public 
Safety. 

The Governor said budget savings in 
combining the agencies will mean more 
money for Trust Fund projects. NJDOT 
and DMV officials have already begun to 
plan for the merger. 


Mi 


The last missing piece of interstate highway in New Jersey opened to traffic on 
December 22 as Governor Whitman and Commissioner Wilson presided at the 
dedication of the Trenton Complex. The Trenton Complex includes the three-mile 
segment of I-295 through Mercer and Burlington Counties; the new Route 29/ 
I-195/1-295 interchange; and new Routes 29 and 129. The $400 million complex, 
conceived more than 30 years ago, improves access to the state capital, removes 
traffic from local streets in Trenton, Hamilton and Bordentown Township, and 
creates a new crossroads for the region. (See additional photo on page 2.) 
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The star attraction of the December 16 quarterly meeting for the NJDOT Committee for a 
Smart New Jersey was the pick-up truck parked outside the NJDOT cafeteria. However, it 
was not just an ordinary pickup but instead a truck that never needs to stop for gas or 
pollute the air. The so-called electric truck, manufactured by U.S. Electricar, just needs to 
be plugged in overnight and is fully charged for the next day. According to the 
manufacturer the top speed for the car can get as high as 70 mph. Primarily it would be 
used for short trips of 50 to 70 miles. 


NJDOT offices at 1600 Olden Avenue in Ewing will be relocated by the end of 
this month. 

“Regulatory Affairs has already moved out of Olden Avenue and into the first 
floor of the Engineering and Operation Building (E&0) on Parkway Avenue,” said 
Don Chiacchio, Director of Support Services. 

Several more moves will follow. Employer Trip Reduction will move to the 
seventh floor of the E&0; Research will move to the sixth floor of the E&0 and 
Materials will move to the former Thiokol Lab building (also at the Headquarters 
Complex). 

The consolidation will save the state $600,000 in yearly leasing costs, according 
to Chiacchio. 


After cutting the ribbon on the Trenton Complex, Govonor Christine Todd Whitman and 
Commissioner Frank J. Wilson congratulate and pose with some of the NJDOTers from 
Region 3 who worked on the project. 


Dear Governor Whitman— 

Please expand your two-year federally 
funded pilot program, Emergency Service 
Patrol (NJDOT). They are truly “Angels 
from Above!” 

When my car broke down on Route 42 
north just before Exit 1-C for Gloucester/ 
Mt. Ephraim, it was a very scary situation 
for a widow and her “gentleman” friend 
who had no idea what went wrong and 
why the car suddenly quit running! It was 
approximately 6:30-7 PM at night, dark 
and very cold, and traffic was extremely 
heavy. I was very scared for my compan- 
ion and myself in regard to who would 
stop to assist us. You hear so much today 
with everyone being shot, stabbed, or 
raped — even so far as trusting a police- 
man in uniform in an unmarked car. 

Our “Angel” was Glen Thompson who 
offered us a warm van to sit in after he 
called my garage for towing services. He 
stayed with us until the tow truck arrived. 
He offered warmth and a smile and safety. 

The next day, I called (609) 795-4747 in 
Mount Laurel and talked to Mark Will- 
iams, who explained what the program 
was to me. When I asked how I could 
help, he said a Letter of Recommendation 
would be nice to my congressman. 

I not only contacted my congressman, 
Robert Andrews, I decided to go directly 
to the Governor. Please, you don’t know 
the safe feeling this valuable service gave 
to me until you yourself are caught up in a 
very scary situation. 

Please expand the Emergency Service 
Patrol. 

Thank you. 

—Patricia R. Brown 
Gloucester City, NJ 
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Births 


Mary Ann Mazon, technical support 
specialist, MIS, and her husband Carl, 
systems programming, OTIS are the proud 
parents of a 7 Ib., 2 oz. daughter, Carissa 
Anne, who was born on December 29. 

Vincent Hagen, landscape technician, 
Region 2 and his wife announce the arrival 
of a boy, Troy, born on November 25. 


Wedded bliss 


Karen Simmons, senior accident 
reviewer was marred to John Hill on 
December 3, 1994. 


Joys of retirement 


Dorothy M. Kish, governmental 
relations specialist I, known to most as 
“Dottie,” retired on December 30, 1994 
after 39 years of state service. She worked 
most of the time at NJDOT in the 
Commissioner’s Office on special and 
sensitive projects and managing the 
increasing tidal wave of correspondence 
— for the 10 last commissioners. 

Commissioner Wilson voiced the words 
that they, and many who worked with her 
would echo: “Dottie always set the 
highest standards of professionalism, 
personal sacrifice and commitment, not 
only for the Commissioner’s Office, but 
for the Department as well.” 


NJDOTers spread hol 


Twenty pre-schoolers, adolescents who 
have AIDS and 200 people in need of 
warm coats were helped by the generosity 
of NJDOT employees in December 
through two charitable events. 

The Multicultural Committee sponsored 
a Christmas party for three-and four-year- 
olds from Martin House, a Trenton 
organization that provides youth pro- 
grams, educational resources and housing 
rehabilitation for underprivileged families. 
Sharon Waters, the Department’s Affirma- 
tive Action Officer, is a committee 
member who also volunteers at Martin 
House. 

“The children got individual attention 
from everyone who attended the party,” 
she said Employees had donated toys and 
clothes, distributed flyers, bought food, 
wrapped and sorted gifts. Bob Renke, 


Obituaries 


Mildred T. Beisswanger, 72, died 
Monday, January 9. She was a senior 
clerk typist when she retired in 1983 after 
15 years of service. She is survived by her 
husband, Carl, three sons and a daughter 
and three grandchildren. 

Francis Leary, 63, died January 4. An 
Air Force veteran of Korea, he retired in 
1993 as a crew supervisor in Region | 
after 29 years of service. He is survived 
by his wife, Geraldine, a daughter, seven 
sons and four grandchildren. 

Henry E. Stansky, 75, died January 8. 
He served as a sergeant with the Army Air 
Force in WWII and retired in 1983 as an 
engineering aide 1, Materials after 20 
years of service. He is survived by his 
wife, Helen, two daughters, four sisters 
and several nieces and nephews. 

Alexander Szombaty, 88, died Decem- 
ber 28. The thirty-year veteran was a 
master mechanic on his retirement 20 
years ago. He is survived by his wife, 
Alice, a son and two grandsons. 

Giulio DiPierro, 68, died December 26. 
He retired in 1991 after 25 years in the 
Bureau of Equipment. He is survived by 
his wife, Gloria, a son and granddaughter. 

Kenneth M. Darling, 79, died, 
November 12. He retired in 1977 asa 
principal commuter transportation 
specialist. He is survived by his wife, 
Marian and four children. 


iday cheer 


Angharad Jones, Jim Lewis and Debbie 
Driver help entertain the children. 

“The cooperation was overwhelming,” 
said Seth Ahiekpor from Bridges who is 
also a committee member. The generous 
outpouring also enabled a contribution to 
Rainbow House, a Trenton area residential 
treatment shelter for adolescent girls aged 
13 to 21 who have babies that are HIV 
positive or have AIDS. 

‘A lot of hard work went into this 
project but it was rewarding and a lot of 
fun.” said Edward Kaus of the Safety 
Bureau and committee chairman . 

In another good will activity sponsored 
by the Governor’s Office, employees from 
all of the regions donated more than 200 
used coats in good condition. 

—By Toni Hand, student co-op 
Landscape Architecture 


Hewitson blows the 


whistle after hours 


Although the thousands of basketball 
games Jeff Hewitson has officiated tend 
to blur together, one game does stand out. 

“Tt was in 1980. Camden High played 
Neptune High at Jadwin Gymnasium in 
Princeton,” Hewitson said. “Both teams 
were 30 and 0 that year, and 12,000 
people packed the gym to see the game. 
People were 
literally hanging 
off the rafters. 
Neptune won by 
20 points.” 

Hewitson, a 
supervising 
engineer II in 
Region I Design, 
has been 
working as a 
referee for high 
school basket- 
ball games 
in New Jersey 
for 24 years. 

For 20 of those 24 years, Hewitson 
has worked with Phil Smith, an area 
teacher. They’ve been called everything 
from the Lone Ranger and Tonto to 
Starsky and Hutch. 

Both Hewitson and Smith are members 
of the International Association of 
Approved Basketball Officials (IAABO), 
Board 193 of Central Jersey. If you 
follow high school games in central New 
Jersey, you’ ve probably seen them more 
than once. During their careers, they 
have officiated 20 state finals. 

“T mostly do varsity boys games, and, 
on occasion, varsity girls games,” said 
Hewitson. “Most take place in Mercer, 
Middlesex, Union and Burlington 
counties.” 

Hewitson is also the organizer for the 
Prime Time Shoot-out Tournament, 
which pits the best high school teams in 
the state against each other. This 
years’s shoot-out will be held at 
McCorristin High School on February 7- 
10. It will include the Number 4 ranked 
team in the country, Saint Patrick’s of 
Elizabeth, which features the All- 
American Junior Guard Shaheen 
Holloway. 

Hewitson has worked for the Depart- 
ment for 28 years. He is married to Rita 
Hewitson, who works in the Bureau of 
Preliminary Engineering. They have 
three children: Nikole, a recent graduate 
of Penn State University; Scott, who 
attends Mercer County Community 
College; and Amanda, a student at 
Fischer Junior High School in Ewing. 


Hewitson 


The village blacksmith of Route 49 re-emerges from the dust 


“Under the spreading chestnut tree, the 
village smithy stands...” so goes the poem 
by Longfellow. In reality, blacksmiths in 
18th and 19th Century New Jersey were 
often housed in small ramshackle structures 
at intersections of major roadways ready to 
re-shoe a horse or repair a broken carriage, 
plow or wagon. 

It was the remains of just such a structure 
that was discovered as plans were being 
made for improving Route 45 in 
Mannington Township in Burlington 
County. “We did an initial cultural resource 
survey in-house in 1988,” said David 
Zmoda, principal environmental specialist/ 
. archeology, who supervised the contract. 
“The archelogical data recovery excavation 
was contracted out to Hunter Research 
Associates.” 

Remnants of the foundation of the forge 
and anvil base were unearthed by the 
archeologists in the 20' x 25' site. The 
recovered tools, wagon parts, cole slag, 
scraps of iron and bits of plows give silent 
testimony to the site’s former use. These 
snapshots of life in the past or artifacts will 
be turned over to the New Jersey State 
Museum. 

Deed research and old maps confirm that 
while a smithy stood on the site from the 
1820s through the 1890s, current residents 


Foundations of a forgotten blacksmith shop were uncovered by archeologists after a century. 


were unaware of the its existance. Part of 
the site lies in state-owned right of way, the 
remainder on an adjoining farm. 

Zmoda, whose great grandfather was a 
blacksmith in Bergen County, finds the 
project of personal interest because he is an 
amateur blacksmith and occasionally 
demonstrates his skills to visitors at the 
historic Pennsbury Manor estate where his 
wife, Emily Schooley, is on staff. 

“The blacksmith shop was the service 
station of its day,” said Zmoda. “Located 


at key intersections, the blacksmith served 
the traveling public much as the auto 
mechanic does today.” he said. “Many 
switched from horse-shoeing to repairing 
automobiles as modes of transportation 
changed.” 

As the century draws to a close, the ring 
of the blacksmith's hammer has been stilled 
and the fires have gone out in most of the 
forges. The last NJDOT blacksmith retired 
only a few years ago. Welders now perform 
what tasks remain. 


NJDOTers help 1994 Charitable Campaign exceed its goal 


The Department exceeded its 1994 NJ 
State Employees’ Charitable Campaign 
goal by 13 percent. This year, 
NJDOTers pledged $83,121.25 to assist 
those less fortunate. 

As in the past, the names of all the 
contributors were entered into a raffle. 
The winners and there prizes were: 
Donald Smith, Support Services who 
won a VCR; Judy Krug, Support Ser- 


vices, $50 in cash; Domenic Petito, 
Support Services, $35 Superfresh Gift 
Certificate; Anthony Testa, Region 1 
Materials, Corn Popper; Thomas 


O’ Hara, Region III Design, steak knives; 


John Adubato, $25 gift certificate; Irene 
Matos, Project Development, a carving 
knife. 

Eight NJDOTers won the use of a 
dedicated parking spot for six months. 


The January to June group are: Lou 
Whiteley, Data Development; Nick 
Dogias, Design & Right of Way; Steve 
Hanson, Budget & Management Support; 
and Jill Czumbil, Design & Right of 
Way. The July to December winners are 
Ed Klarman, Inspector General; Walter 
Marks, Project Development; Kelly 
Grimanis, Human Resources and Gerald 
Bridges, Design & Right of Way. 
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